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PREFACE 

This small book was adapted from a series of blog posts 
written in 2014 for the Easter holiday. After a study of the 
events taking place after our Lord’s resurrection, I worked 
to consolidate the four gospels (with the first chapter of 
Acts) into chronological sequence. This helped me get a 
clearer context of the story. 

Additionally, it caused me to focus on a number of 
questions asked throughout the Scriptures that 
resonated with my personal devotions. Each of these 
questions made me further contemplate the importance 
of the resurrection in my daily life. I want to pass those 
contemplations on to you. 

After Jesus was crucified, His disciples were deeply 
troubled. You can feel their sadness leaking from the 
pages, as if their tears were captured in the closing of 
the Bible. They were saddened by His death. This is 
where we begin our devotional journey. We will ask 
ourselves as the angels asked Mary, “Why are you 
weeping?”  

Then, we will follow the story looking for those 
questions and inquiring of ourselves, thinking more 
deeply about the resurrection and what it means for us 
today. We will join the disciples and seek in wonder, see 
in amazement, savor in understanding, satisfy in 
assurance, surrender in reverence, and finally, share in 
excitement. 



Together, with the Holy Scriptures, we will go back 
in time, walk with the disciples, and personally reflect on 
the importance of the resurrection. My aim in this 
devotional series is to help you become more mindful of 
the resurrection through life lessons on faith. 

The devotional is divided into seven consecutive 
chapters, one for each day. Additionally, you can have 
these devotionals emailed to you each day for seven 
days by visiting my website and subscribing to the 
devotional email list (devos.jacobabshire.com). 

Grace and peace be with you. 

Jacob Abshire 
March 12, 2015 



“Why are you weeping?” 
— John 20:16 —



SADNESS IN DEATH 
— MATT. 28:1-4; MK. 16:1-4, 9-11; LK. 24:1-3; JN. 20:1-18 — 

On the dawn of Sunday, severe mourning swept through 
the land of Judea. In the hearts of some, life was fearfully 
different. Three days earlier, the Son of God had been 
brutally murdered on a cross—the symbol of a violent 
death. 

Still lamenting His death, Mary Magdalene and 
other women arose early to visit the tomb and anoint the 
body to offset the stench of decay. They arrived and 
found the massive stone rolled aside and an unguarded, 
open tomb. Perplexed, the women rushed inside and 
discovered the tomb was empty. They were doubly 
saddened. First, they had witnessed their Lord unjustly 
murdered. Now, His body had been shamefully stolen. 
Things couldn’t get worse. 

Mary, needing evidence to point her toward the 
thieves, began searching outside the tomb. Two men 
appeared to her and asked, “Why are you weeping?” 
She told them what happened. Then, while searching in 
the garden, she saw a supposed gardener who asked 
her again, “Why are you weeping?” 

Despite Jesus’ claim to resurrect from the dead, 
Mary didn’t believe it. She had been too bothered by His 
brutal death and mistreatment to recall what He had 
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said. It was too much to believe in light of the horror she 
experienced. 

“Mary,” the gardener said. She recognized the 
voice of her Lord! He was no gardener of the field: He 
was the gardener of the soul. Mary believed and fell to 
His feet in worship. 

How often do our circumstances distract us from 
God’s truth, even from Christ Himself? 

Times are troubling. The days are evil. But Jesus is 
alive. He is the gardener of our heart, weeding disbelief 
and enabling us to trust Him more. He uproots 
uncertainty, resolves our anguish, and forgives our sin. 
Weep no more. Jesus is alive! 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“Why do you seek the 
living among the dead?” 

— Luke 24:5 —



SEEKING IN WONDER 
— MATT. 28:5-10; MK. 16:5-8; LK. 24:4-8 — 

Though the sun was bright, the day was dark. The 
women who came to anoint the decaying body of Jesus 
were now doubly saddened. Not only had they 
witnessed His brutal beating and murder, they also had 
convincing evidence of His body being shamefully 
stolen. So they wept. 

Taking one last look inside the tomb, the women 
noticed two angels dazzling in appearance. As they 
bowed in fear, the angels asked, “Why do you seek the 
living among the dead?” 

It was a strange question, but the implication was 
obvious. Their sadness was taking a turn to joy. “He is 
not here, but has risen,” the angel continued. 
“Remember how he told you, while he was still in 
Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day 
rise.” 

Hearing these words, great joy sprang up in their 
hearts.  Their Lord had risen from the dead as He said! 
The absence of His body now made sense. 

The angel instructed the women to run and tell the 
disciples. As they left the tomb, they heard a familiar 
voice. “Greetings!” It was Jesus! Once doubly 
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saddened, they were now overjoyed. They fell to His feet 
and worshiped. 

The women looked a second time in the tomb, 
desperately seeking Jesus. They found the angels who 
shared the good news and pointed them toward the 
Lord. The report changed their sorrow to delight. Then, 
in their seeking, Jesus found them. Their joy was made 
perfect. 

In our seeking, God finds us. In our wonder, He fills 
our hearts with joy. Do you seek Jesus in God’s Word and 
find yourself in wonder of His glorious works and infinite 
beauty? Are you eager to find Him in your day as He 
guides you toward heavenly encounters? Seek Him 
diligently and be in wonder of His glory! 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“May I see the 
risen Lord?” 

— 1 Corinthians 15:5 —



SEEING IN AMAZEMENT 
— MATT. 28:11-15; MK. 16:8, 10-11; LK. 24:9-11; JN. 20:18 — 

As news of the resurrection moved throughout the land, 
people had mixed emotions. Some wickedly desired to 
hide it. Some eagerly desired to tell it. And others, like 
Peter, desperately wanted to see it. 

Among those who wanted to hide the resurrection 
were the chief priests. They bribed the Roman guards 
who stood by Jesus’ tomb. “Tell people, ‘His disciples 
came by night and stole him away while we were 
asleep.’” The Jewish authorities wanted to hide it. 

Mary and the women, on the other hand, had 
spoken with Jesus. Too afraid to speak in public, they 
rushed to tell the disciples. “I have seen the Lord,” said 
Mary. She and the women wanted to tell it. 

The disciples didn’t believe them. Worse, they 
didn’t believe Jesus when He told them about the 
resurrection. Peter, however, rushed back to the tomb. 
He wanted to believe. He wanted to be amazed at the 
resurrection. 

As he dashed to the tomb, He may have asked 
God, “May I see the risen Lord?” After all, Jesus 
appeared to Mary and then to the other women. Peter 
wanted the same opportunity. And yet, arriving at the 
tomb, he saw only the linens. 
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Was there nothing amazing about the linens? Could 
they have indicated something else? 

How much of our day appears pointless and in vain? 
Is God working through subtle encounters of grace we 
simply take for granted? 

Later in the New Testament, we discover that Jesus 
did appear to Peter, and it was likely around this time (Lk. 
24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5). In fact, Jesus may have still been in 
the garden just outside the tomb, waiting to amaze 
Peter. 

You can see and be amazed at Jesus. Just look for 
Him in Scripture (Lk. 24:27). Search for Him today by 
asking God as Peter might have, “May I see the Lord?” 
For in His Word, the living Christ can be seen. 
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“Did not our hearts burn 
within us?” 

— Luke 24:32 —



SAVORING IN UNDERSTANDING 
— MK. 16:12-13; LK 24:13-32 — 

The rush of Sunday morning was beginning to calm. But 
the excitement the risen Jesus had stirred was far from 
over. About seven miles from Jerusalem, two disciples 
were walking to Emmaus discussing the news of the 
empty tomb as the women described it. 

The death of their Lord was still heavy on their 
hearts. The uncertainty of the empty tomb and the 
women’s extraordinary testimony was mind boggling. 
While the two disciples discussed what had transpired, a 
man inquired of them. 

They shared the events with the apparent stranger. 
They told him about Jesus, how He ministered among 
the people as a prophet of God and how He stirred up 
the anger of the chief priests and rulers who crucified 
Him as a criminal. They described Him as their hope, the 
Messiah and King, and yet there was the empty tomb 
and a strange testimony from the women. 

The man responded, “Oh foolish ones, and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” He 
continued, “Wasn’t all of this necessary so that the Christ 
would suffer and enter into His glory?” Then, beginning 
with the first books of the Old Testament, the man 
explained to them how the Scriptures taught all these 
things. 

 17

4



The two disciples hung on every word as if God 
Himself were speaking to them. They refused to let the 
man depart from them and continued conversing over 
dinner. While eating, they savored His exposition of 
Scripture. 

God opened their eyes to recognize this stranger as 
the risen Jesus. No wonder His words were so satisfying 
to their soul! “Did not our hearts burn within us while he 
talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” 

The psalmist says those who delight in God’s Word 
are blessed (Ps. 1:1-2). It burns within their soul, 
producing hope in the Son of God. Is this true for you? 
Does God’s Word burn within your heart today? Do you 
savor in understanding it? Taste and see its goodness! 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“Why do doubts arise in 
your hearts?” 

— Luke 24:38 —



SATISFYING IN ASSURANCE 
— LK. 24:36-43; JN. 20:19-29 — 

Throughout this mysterious day, Jesus appeared to Mary, 
the other women, Peter, and the two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus. Now at the end of the day, they all 
gathered to deliberate about what was happening. The 
stories were too coincidental to be ignored. 

Suddenly, Jesus appeared in the room and stood 
among them. “Peace be with you!” Despite the four 
appearances, the exposition of Scripture, the empty 
tomb, and the fact that Jesus had told them about all 
that would take place, they still doubted and assumed 
they were seeing a ghost. “Why are you troubled? Why 
do doubts arise in your hearts?” Jesus asked them. 

Sin causes us to doubt and be troubled. It feeds on 
our perception and misguides our meditations until we 
convince ourselves that what we know is untrue. But God 
was pleased to rescue them from their doubt. He came 
to satisfy their wandering hearts. 

He extended His hands, revealed His feet and side, 
and assured them He was the One crucified just three 
days ago. Then, to prove He was no ghost, He sat and 
ate with them. It was real food eaten by a real Jesus. 

When the night came to a close, the disciples 
rejoiced in their renewed hope in Christ. They were 
satisfied in assurance. Later, Jesus taught them a lesson 
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on faith in God’s Word. He said, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” 

Salvation comes to those who believe the testimony 
of Scripture. They are blessed because God has granted 
them faith to believe. Do you believe what the Lord has 
said? Do you believe Christ paid the death penalty for 
your sin and resurrected to prove His sufficient power to 
save you? Trust the testimony of God’s Word and be 
satisfied. 
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“Do you love me more 
than these?” 

— John 21:15 —



SURRENDERING IN REVERENCE 
— MATT. 28:16-17; JN. 21:1-23 — 

With the Festival of Unleavened Bread now finished, the 
disciples returned to Galilee as Jesus had directed them. 
Doubt still lingered in their hearts about what was to 
come now that Jesus had resurrected and was gone. So, 
they began fishing—their familiar livelihood before 
following Christ. 

Fishing was their means of support, their job, their 
source of income. It was their way of life. They found 
subsistence in the work of the waters. Without it, they 
had very little. 

Yet, Jesus had taught them to find subsistence in 
Him. He had called them out to be fishers of men—
those who cast the net of the gospel in hope that some 
will be drawn in. Fishing was not wrong. They were called 
to a higher calling, and Christ would be their livelihood. 

Having caught no fish that day, the disciples heard 
someone cry out from the shore, “Cast the net to the 
right side of the boat, and you will find some.” They 
reluctantly tried, and fish swarmed to their nets. It was a 
miracle! They knew then it was Jesus. 

The disciples rushed to the shore where Jesus had a 
fire, with fish and bread for breakfast. “Bring your catch,” 
He said. Their net was full, but it didn’t break. Jesus was 
showing them He had provided their catch, protected 
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their work, and prepared their breakfast. He was their 
subsistence, not the waters. 

Jesus, likely pointing to the fish, asked Peter, “Do 
you love me more than these?” It was a question over 
livelihood, comfort, and loyalty. Those who love Christ 
more than “these things” of their life will surrender all for 
the sake of gaining Him. Is Jesus your subsistence for 
life? Is He more important than all your other affections 
combined? 

For Peter, Jesus was everything. He loved Christ so 
much he would later suffer a brutal death of crucifixion 
for His sake. Peter surrendered in reverence. Are you 
prepared to surrender all for King Jesus? 
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“Why do you stand 
looking into heaven?” 

— Acts 1:11 —



SHARING IN EXCITEMENT 
— MATT. 28:16-20; MK. 16:14-20; LK. 24:44-53; ACTS 1:2-11 — 

The disciples moved inward from the shore of Galilee 
and gathered around Jesus once more. He taught them 
again, opening their understanding. Confidence chased 
away all their remaining doubt. Courage took over. This 
was their last moment with God in the flesh. 

What a journey it had been! These eleven ordinary 
men were extraordinarily touched and intimately trained 
by the Lord of heaven and earth. Unlikely men were 
bound together to an unlikely Lord—fishermen from 
Galilee and a servant from Nazareth. Although it felt like 
a lifetime, they had only been together for three short 
years. 

Stretching out His hands, Jesus blessed the 
disciples. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth.” Then, He was lifted up into heaven. 

The disciples stood there in wonder, looking 
upward. They had nothing to say. It was as if they were 
expecting more. Jesus had ascended to heaven. Now 
what? The cry of the wind and the racket of the waves 
were all they heard, until an angel asked, “Why do you 
stand looking into heaven?” 
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He told them one day Jesus would return. They 
came to their senses, responded with joy, and returned 
to Jerusalem as they were instructed. They were no 
longer fishermen, but fishers of men—mission driven 
and courage infused. 

In a similar way, all followers of Christ are 
commissioned to be fishers of men in the world. We are 
all charged to proclaim God’s truth to make disciples. 
And yet, many of us are still looking up to the heavens 
waiting on more. 

Friends, Jesus has finished the work. The sins of His 
elect have been paid in full, and now you are to go out, 
preach the gospel, and watch God make extraordinary 
disciples out of ordinary people. 

What are you waiting to see? What’s holding you 
back? Men and women of today, why are you still 
waiting? Go and make disciples. 

“Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 
the offspring of David, as preached in my 
gospel, for which I am suffering, bound with 
chains as a criminal. But the word of God is 
not bound! Therefore I endure everything for 
the sake of the elect, that they also may 
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus 
with eternal glory” (2 Tim. 2:8-10). 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“Remember Jesus Christ, 
risen from the dead” 

— 2 Timothy 2:8 —
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Grace and peace. 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